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require them to formulate an Organic Law to be
framed in consultation with the people of Iraq and
with due regard to the rights, wishes, and interests
of all the communities of the country. The Man-
date will contain provisions to facilitate the develop-
ment of Iraq as a self-governing State until such
time as it can stand by itself, when the Mandate will
come to an end,
" The inception of this task His Majesty's Govern-
ment have decided to entrust to Sir Percy Cox, who
will accordingly return to Baghdad In the autumn,
and will resume his position on the termination of
the existing Military Administration as Chief British
Representative in Iraq.
" Sir Percy Cox will be authorised to call into
being, as provisional bodies, a Council of State
under an Arab President and a General Elective
Assembly representative of and freely elected by
the population of Iraq* And it will be his duty to
prepare, in consultation with the General Elective
Assembly, the permanent Organic Law/5
The setting up of a provisional Arab Government
was thus postponed until the autumn, and the
germs of Shcrifian nationalist propaganda con-
tinued to thrive in the carefully prepared gelatine
of direct British administration. At the beginning
of July the tribes on the Euphrates rose In rebellion
against the British authorities, and for the next five
months Mesopotamia was the scene of a series of
outbreaks which necessitated the despatch of large
reinforcements from India.
Meanwhile, on the other side of the theatre,
the granting of the Syrian mandate to France at
San Remo had removed the last excuse for inter-
ference by His Majesty's Government between the
French Government and FeisaL In spite of all